QR-Geologic Time   42 pts
Using separate pieces of paper, answer the following questions and STAPLE your completed answers with your NAME and Lecture class you are currently attending.

A. Overview of the Chapter: (6 points)

1. Before reading the chapter, write down what you know about how rock formations are dated from prior experiences.

2. Write down 3 questions of your own that you want to know regarding the age of the earth.

3. Look through the chapter and find 5 figures or diagrams that capture your interest, and briefly describe (paraphrase) what each figure/diagram is showing.

B. Chapter Vocabulary Words (10 points): 

It is extremely crucial that you understand the meaning of various vocabulary words to gain full comprehension of the chapter’s content.  Briefly define each vocabulary term, IN YOUR OWN WORDS,  found at the end of the chapter.  Use a separate pieces of paper. 

A. Chapter Questions 2 pts each / -10 pts if the student does not answer the selected question  :

1. Contrast catastrophism and uniformitarianism.  How did each philosophy view the age of the Earth?

2. Distinguish between numerical dates and relative dates.

3. Sketch and label three simple diagrams that illustrate each of the following:  superposition, original horizontality, and cross-cutting relationships

4. What is an unconformity and describe the significance of an unconformity?

5. Distinguish among angular unconformity, disconformities, and nonconformity

6. Describe several ways that an animal or plant can be preserved as a fossil.

7. What conditions favor the preservation of an organism as a fossil?

8. Why is radiometric dating a reliable method for determining numerical ages?

9. List the four basic units that make up the geologic time scale.

10.  Why is “zoic” part of so many names on the geologic time scale?

11.  What term applies to all of geologic time prior to the Phanerozoic eon?  Why is this span not divided into as many smaller time units as the Phanerozoic eon?

12.  Briefly explain why it is often difficult to assign a reliable numerical date to a sample of sedimentary rock.
13. Write and MEMORIZE the geologic time scale ---- Even non-science majors and well educated people are familiar with the geologic time scale.  Make sure you are familiar with all eons, periods and epochs associated with the Quaternary and Tertiary periods. 
